FORMS OF GOVERNMENT

	Type of Government
	Who is the leader?
	How are they granted power?
	What determines the government’s power?
	Extent of the government’s power.

	Constitutional Monarchy
	
	
	
	

	Absolute Monarchy
	
	
	
	

	Democracy
	
	
	
	

	Dictatorship
	
	
	
	

	Republic
	
	
	
	


Constitutional or Limited Monarchy

In a constitutional (limited) monarchy, the head of the government is known as the monarch (king or queen). They are either elected to the position, or granted the position based on heredity. Their powers are limited, meaning that they are not allowed to do as they please. They must follow the laws of the state. Often times the status of the monarch is reduced to that of a figurehead with little actual power. Sometimes their role is purely ceremonial, and the real power lies with the legislative and judicial branches. 

Many monarchies have a parliamentary system, and the monarch is the head of state, while the prime minister is the head of government. In this case, the monarch is usually meant to embody the state, while the prime minister actually controls the government. Currently, Canada, Greenland, Australia, and many countries in Western Europe are considered constitutional monarchies. 

Absolute Monarchy

In an absolute monarchy, the monarch (king or queen) has absolute or complete power. There are no legal restrictions, cultural or religious, on their power, and they are not limited by a constitution. In theory, the absolute monarch should have complete control over the people, land, and church. Citizens are supposed to put their trust in well bred, well trained monarchs who are raised for the role from birth. Absolute monarchs sometimes rule with a parliament, but the parliament is often powerless or symbolic. They rule by divine right, believing that God gave them the right to supreme rule, and that is where they obtain their legitimacy. Absolute monarchs often rule as a dictator, and are therefore subject to overthrow. Many nations which previously were associated with this system of government have moved towards a constitutional monarchy.

Democracy

Democracy is defined as, “government by the people in which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised directly by them or by their elected agents under a free electoral system.” In a direct democracy, all citizens participate in decision making without the intermediary of an elected official. This is only practical in small numbers, and is much less practical than a representative democracy. In a representative democracy, citizens elect officials to make decisions, create laws, and administer programs for the public good. In a democracy, elected officials are accountable to the people for their actions. The election process is essential to democracy, and elections must be fair and functional. Because the majority rules in a democracy, it is important that guarantees of individual human rights be present to protect the minority. 

Dictatorship

In a dictatorship, the government is ruled by either a dictator or a group (oligarchy). A dictator is unrestricted by law or a constitution, and they rule with little interest in the needs and consent of those they govern. In a totalitarian dictatorship, the government seeks to rule all aspects of the lives of its subjects, including both the public and private aspects of life. Most dictators show totalitarian characteristics, and they execute power that is absolute. Dictators frequently use force or fraud to gain power, and they keep it through intimidation, terror, suppression of civil liberties, and control of the media. 

Republic

In a republic, the typical head of state is not a hereditary monarch, but an elected president. The role of the president is sometimes ceremonial, but in other cases, the role is very important. Some nations install a president for life while others limit the office of the president. Sometimes there is a separate head of government, usually called a prime minister, and the president is considered the head of state. According to a republic, citizens rule through elected officials. The government’s power is made legitimate through the consent of those it governs, and power is does not lie solely in the hands of an individual. 

