Document Analysis Assignment: Age of Enlightenment 

Document #1: 

 “I say, there is scarce any city or borough in Europe, where blood has not been spilled for religious quarrels; I say, that the human species has been perceptibly diminished, because women and girls were massacred as well as men. I say that Europe would have a third larger population if there had been no theological disputes. In fine, I say, that so far from forgetting these abominable times, we should frequently take a view of them, to inspire an eternal horror for them… It is for our age to make amends by toleration, for this long collection of crimes, which has taken place through the lack of toleration during sixteen barbarous centuries.”
Voltaire, The Ignorant Philosopher

Document #2: 

“Let us then suppose the mind to be, as we say, white paper, void of all characters, without any ideas. How comes it to be furnished? Whence has it all the materials of reason and knowledge? To this I answer, in one word, from experience… Our observation, employed either about external sensible objects or about the internal operations of our minds perceived and reflected on by ourselves, is that which supplies our understanding with all the materials of thinking.”

John Locke, Essay Concerning Human Understanding
Document #3:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it and to institute a new Government.”

Thomas Jefferson, The Declaration of Independence

Document #4: Honors Excerpt

“Man is born free, and yet is universally enslaved. At the same time an individual frequently conceives himself to be the lord and master over others, though only more eminently deprived of liberty. Whence can this change arise? Are there any means by which it may be rendered lawful? The former question I cannot answer, though I imagine myself capable of resolving the latter. 

If I took into consideration only the existence and effects of power, I should say, so long as people are compelled to obey, they will do to be obedient; but, as soon as they are in a capacity to resist, they do better to throw off the yoke of restraint; for in recovering their liberty on the same plea by which they lost it, either they have a just right to reassume it, or those could have none who deprive them of it. But there is an inviolable right founded on the very nature of society, which serves as the basis of all others. Man doth not derive this right, however, immediately from nature; it is founded on mutual convention.” 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Treatise on the Social Compact 
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